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Dear PYE Community,

What a luminous year! PYE’s impact grew significantly in 2015, and the “how” is simple: One spark lights 
another. Between PYE and our partners, board and staff, facilitators and participants, teachers and 
students, youth workers and teens, youth and their peers… wherever lit, the radiant spark of creativity only 
grows brighter as it’s shared.

With our partners, we empowered over 220,000 young people this year—more than ever before. This 
achievement was ignited by new and deepening partnerships, major expansion of our Creative Learning 
Initiative in schools, and Creative Community youth camps in more locales. As our Creative Community 
Model (CCM) enters its 20th year, we’re preparing ever-increasing numbers of facilitators to carry it forward.

Momentum continues to build, as illustrated by our successful teacher training initiative in the UK, Greece, 
and Cyprus. In the widely varying cultural and economic contexts of these three countries, teachers 
consistently report that they are implementing tools right away. in addition to receiving overwhelmingly 
positive feedback from students, they divulge a renewed commitment to teaching. As the trainings serve to 
deepen and enliven the core process of learning, the results are powerful across all subjects. Teachers of 
math, science, languages—even IT—tell us that their students are coming alive. Some inspired educators 
are even running creative facilitation sessions for fellow faculty.

While PYE’s reach grows with each training we run directly, our “train the trainer” model is proving to be a 
powerful means for unleashing exponential impact. Dream a Dream, our longtime partner in Bangalore, India, 
has now inspired over 1000 teachers with an 8-day intensive training designed with PYE and based on our 
model. The Centre of Creativity and Capacity Development, our partner in Uganda, worked with the US Peace 
Corps and other organizations to empower over 700 youth and adults with creative facilitation trainings and 
arts/empowerment camps.

Meanwhile, increasing numbers of studies prove that creativity and social/emotional intelligence are 
the keys to helping youth thrive. In fact, PYE was featured in a 2015 Economist Intelligence Unit Report 
on Building Skills in the 21st Century, affirming the CCM as a potent approach for bridging skills gaps in 
education. Our practical approach to putting creativity into action is increasingly in demand—and in the 
spotlight.

On a sad note, our co-founder and CEO-emeritus, Charlie Murphy, was diagnosed with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s 
disease) this year. Despite his health challenges, Charlie’s passion for this work is undimmed. With a new 
position as Senior Advisor, Charlie’s vision continues to light the way forward, a beacon to so many around 
the world.

It’s an understatement to say that 2015 was an intense year on a global level. Change is in the air. In response 
to the pressing challenges facing our world, doors are opening to new ideas. Creativity is no longer a luxury—
it’s an imperative. Thanks to partners and supporters like you, PYE is part of a global shift toward connection 
and community, hope and healing.

Thank you for adding your spark to this life-affirming work! Let’s make 2016 the brightest and boldest year 
yet, as one spark ignites the next, and the next, and the next….

ian Watson
Co-Founder/Board Chair

Peggy taylor
Co-Founder/CEO

WElComE
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sWEEt suCCEss in JAmAiCA
New training and Youth Camp with Ben and 
Jerry’s and One Love Youth Foundation, 
funded by sales of Marley-inspired ice cream 

stiRRinG nEW PARtnERshiP
Trained staff and teachers driving change 
with STIR Education in India and Uganda

CAPACitY built AmonG 
PYRAmiDs
new partnership with 
elisa Sednaoui Foundation 
kicks off with first training 
and camp in egypt

EConomist 
hiGhliGhts PYE
pYe interview in 
Intelligence Unit 
report on 21st 
Century Skills

tiEs stREnGthEnED in south koREA
PYE trains 100 teaching artists and educators for 
Korean Arts and Culture Education Service

nEW CAmPs tAkE Root
First Creative Community youth camps with 
Commonweal in Bolinas, CA, US, and Bem Comum in 
Sao Paulo, Brazil 

inCREAsED imPACt in 
CAPE toWn, sA
Earthchild Project 
begins running Creative 
Community youth 
camps, and PYE delivers 
Creative Facilitation 
trainings

ovERfloW tRAininG 
in AthEns
We expected 30 
teachers at pYe’s 
Creative Classroom 
training in Athens, 
and 100 signed up 

PYE REtuRns to inDiA
Keynote at Change the Script 
conference and 8-day training 
for Dream a Dream facilitators 

PYE bRinGs sPARk to sChools
Kicked off Creative Learning Initiative in UK and 
Greece with partner Ashoka 

EstEEmED EnGAGEmEnt in CAnADA
Provided creative facilitation trainings in partnership 
with the National Arts Centre in Ottawa 

sEEDs of innovAtion in GREECE
Led Creative Facilitation trainings in Athens with 
SEN/Junior Achievement Greece, aimed at sparking 
creativity and youth entrepreneurship 

inDiGEnous Youth 
EmPoWERED
pYe partner 
indigeneYeZ hosts 
inaugural 5-day 
youth camp for First 
Nations youth in BC, 
Canada

moDEl PRoGRAm 
tAkEs fliGht
After 5 years of 
fast growth and 
incubation under 
PYE, Young Women 
Empowered (Seattle) 
gains non-profit 
status and stands on 
its own 

JAn

fEb

mAR

APRil

mAY

JunE

JulY

AuG

sEPt

oCt

nov

DEC

CAtCh thE fiRE 
iGnitEs 
GlobAl CRoWD
PYE’s annual 5-day 
creativity bootcamp 
near Seattle draws 
teachers, youth 
workers, and 
changemakers from 9 
countries

CYPRus DEbut 
PYE delivers Creative 
Classroom Trainings in 
partnership with Stelios 
Stefanou Foundation 
and Cyprus Pedagogical 
institute

Here are a few highlights from our spark-filled year.

2015 At A GlAnCE

PYE 2015 AnnuAl REPoRt: One Spark LightS anOther 2



Youth: JAmAiCA

PYE 2015 AnnuAl REPoRt: One Spark LightS anOther 3

One Love Youth Camp attendees pose 
with a staff member (Kingston, Jamaica).

stoRiEs of imPACt

Campers and staff gather at an 
IndigenEYEZ camp for First Nations 
youth in BC, Canada.

Nigel is a 15-year-old student at Boys Town All Age School in one of 
the most disadvantaged areas of Kingston, Jamaica. He used to be 
known as a troublemaker. According to teachers, Nigel was thoroughly 
disengaged from peers, school, and community life. Then in January, 
he attended a five-day creative community camp in Jamaica, run by 
pYe in partnership with Ben & Jerry’s and the 1Love Foundation.

In a three-month follow-up interview, Nigel told us that he’s now more 
confident and motivated to do well in school. He joined the school 
choir and the cricket team. His teachers reported a transformation in 
his attitude toward school and peers. One teacher noted that nigel is 
now exercising leadership qualities: “On a field trip, several students 
were behaving badly. Nigel said, ‘Stop that! We can not let down the 
school.’ And they listened!”

 

Kelly Terbasket of Okanagan First Nations has been working for over 
25 years in grassroots community development. As Co-Founder 
and Program Director for IndigenEYEZ, she’s helping to empower 
indigenous communities in recovering from the deep and destructive 
impacts of colonization. In youth camps and adult trainings, 
IndigenEYEZ adapts the Creative Community Model with an emphasis 
on rich cultural heritage.

IndigenEYEZ trainings are producing powerful ripple effects. Kelly 
explains, “Participants consistently report that the trainings we deliver 
based on the Creative Community Model help them make meaningful 
improvements to existing programs. 
The approach leads to renewed energy in the workplace and increased 
capacity for engaging youth at a deeper level. This knowledge transfer 
is extremely important.”

Their youth programs are attracting significant attention as well. One 
five-day IndigenEYEZ summer camp, covered by CBC News, attracted 
70 teens from seven First Nations. Kelly says, “Youth get to have the 
experience of using the arts to express themselves and come together 
and build a community together of support and encouragement… It’s a 
very healing and transformative experience for everybody.”

PRoGRAm DiRECtoR:  CAnADA / fiRst nAtions



tEAChER: GREECE

Xanthippi Anastasiadou with a fellow 
teacher training participant in Greece.
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Youth show how they feel about Creative 
Community camp, run by the Centre for 
Creativity and Capacity Development.

Karen Taylor (right) with a workshop 
partner at PYE’s 2015 Catch the Fire 
Training.

Xanthippi anastasiadou is a music teacher at a primary school in 
Thessaloniki, Greece, and Master’s student at the University of 
Macedonia. She participated in PYE’s Creative Facilitation training in 
Greece last spring where she learned arts-facilitation tools.

Xanthiippi reports, “It’s been almost a year since I took Creative 
Facilitation and I use all of the tools I learned with my students—group 
songs, rhythm exercises, everything! At the end of last year I used the 
‘poetry process’ with the students where they wrote a poem, we set 
it to music, and they performed it for their parents. The parents were 
so impressed. these tools bring out my creativity and the creativity 
in my students, and they love them. I have even run a “mini” Creative 
Facilitation session with my colleagues. There is huge potential for 
schools to be more creative, and Creative Facilitation is so important 
to this process.”

fACilitAtoR / soCiAl EntREPREnEuR: uGAnDA

David Kafambe is an experienced facilitator using PYE’s Creative 
Community Model to make a big impact in the lives of young people 
in Uganda. He and his colleagues, at a social enterprise called the 
Centre of Creativity and Capacity Development, have been working with 
increasing numbers of schools and organizations to empower youth at 
a whole new level. Last spring David and his team joined with Peace 
Corps Uganda to provide Creative Community training camps for over 
700 youth and adults. Their Camp GLOW: Girls Leading Our World is 
making headway on the intractable problem of youth unemployment in 
Uganda.

“I am leaving Camp GLOW a changed person. I can’t wait to support 
other young women in my community to start their own income-
generating projects!” said one young woman. All told, the Centre 
trained over 1,000 people in the Creative Community Model this past 
year! Each of those practitioners in turn goes on to empower hundreds 
of youth.

tEAChER: CAnADA

Karen Taylor is a 7th grade teacher from Vancouver, BC, Canada. She 
attended PYE’s 2015 Catch the Fire Training, our five-day, residential 
creativity bootcamp held annually on Whidbey island. She had been 
looking for a way to integrate the arts into her classroom, and finally 
found it!

Karen says, “Since the beginning of the school year, I have integrated 
the Creative Community Model into my teaching, and the response 
from my students has been incredible. The understanding that 
everyone has a fundamental desire to be seen and heard is a seemingly 
simple concept, and yet it so often gets forgotten amidst the planning 
of lessons and the delivery of curriculum. By inviting the arts into the 
classroom, my students are learning what it means to create a heart-
centered learning environment. they are becoming increasingly open 
to taking creative risks and are recognizing the importance of fostering 
a safe and inclusive classroom community.”



EDuCAtion: CREAtivitY liGhts uP ClAssRooms

Developing creative classrooms is a key strategy for changing 
the prospects of young people worldwide. In 2015 we kicked off 
our Creative Learning Initiative, in partnership with Ashoka UK, 
bringing our Creative Classroom training to teachers in the Ashoka 
Changemaker Schools.

After a successful launch in the UK, we took the training to Greece 
and Cypress. The trainings struck such a chord with teachers that on 
our second visit to Athens, over 100 teachers signed up for a training 
meant for 30. We also added STIR Education to our list of partners. This 
international non-profit sparks innovation in education by empowering 
teachers. Through STIR we delivered creative facilitation training to 
over 150 staff and teachers in India and Uganda.

Throughout the year, PYE facilitators also supported teachers in 
enriching their classrooms in South Korea, Jamaica, Cyprus, Egypt, 
South Africa, Canada, and the US. In India, established PYE partner 
Dream a Dream has brought the Creative Community Model to a new 
scale through their Teacher Development Program designed with PYE. 
“We’ve already reached 1,000 teachers,” reports CEO Vishal Talreja. 
“My personal dream is to reach every teacher in India.”

nEW PARtnERs: GlobAl CiRClE of EmPoWERmEnt 
GRoWs

Our strategy for spreading the Creative Community Model is to develop 
strong working partners who learn the methodology, adapt it for their 
cultural needs, and then spread it through schools and organizations 
in their locale. in 2015 our reach grew by leaps and bounds by adding 
17 new partners in Greece, Cyprus, South Africa, Egypt, Jamaica, and 
new areas of the US and UK.

With each new partner, we see more proof of the Creative Community 
Model’s universal appeal and cultural adaptability. the elisa Sednaoui 
Foundation (ESF), a new partner dedicated to establishing arts-
empowerment programs in Luxor, Egypt, cited this aspect of the model 
as one the key reasons for choosing to work with PYE. 

Teachers pair up at a Creative Classroom 
Training at School 21 in London, UK.

AREAs of GRoWth

PYE-trained staff with campers in Luxor, 
Egypt, at the Elisa Sednaoui Foundation 
camp.
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Youth CAmPs: moDEl PRoGRAms PRolifERAtE

A five- to seven-day Creative Community camp has a proven track 
record for increasing young people’s confidence, presence, creative 
spark, and academic and community engagement. We are pleased to 
report that the number of camps based on the model is on the rise.

In 2015, a record seven Creative Community youth camps were held in 
North America. Several new partner organizations are running camp 
programs using PYE’s Creative Community Model: Ben & Jerry’s and 
Bob Marley’s 1Love Foundation in Kingston, Jamaica; Commonweal 
and Destiny Arts in California, US; Arteria and Bem Comum in Sao 
Paulo, Brazil; and Earthchild Project in Cape Town, South Africa. All 
told, there were 30 Creative Community youth camps in 2015—with 
five camps led by PYE directly and 25 led by partners trained in the 
Creative Community Model. Around the world, the camp network is 
growing quickly.

fACilitAtoR nEtWoRk: hiGh-lEvEl tRAininGs EXPAnD

The key to spreading PYE’s creative technology is training hearty 
facilitators who can work with both adult and youth groups. For the 
past 10 years, one of our main avenues for training trainers has been 
the five-month Heart of Facilitation Training held in Portland, Oregon 
and Seattle, Washington. In 2014 we developed a transferable model 
which we used in the UK. In 2015, we took this new training to Uganda, 
South Africa, the Eastern US, and the First Nations communities in 
British Columbia, Canada. Interest in our highest-level trainings grows 
each year, ensuring PYE’s long-term ability to nurture and deploy 
skilled facilitators to spread the Creative Community Model far and 
wide.

First Nations youth enjoys a Creative 
Community camp with IndigenEYEZ in BC, 
Canada.

From left: PYE Trainer Ella Cooper; Linci 
Abrahams and Xoli Fuyani of Earthchild 
Project in Cape Town, South Africa; PYE 
Lead Trainer Nadia Chaney.
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From their post-training evaluation report: “The facilitation approach 
enhances the work of local practitioners and organizations—it does not 
replace it.” Local Luxor organization Shabab Al Kheir, closely embedded 
in the community, drew adults and youth to participate, resulting in an 
enthusiastic embrace of the PYE-led training and workshop with ESF. 
This flexible, localized approach helps the model take root in a lasting 
and sustainable way across cultures, contexts, and continents.



Direct Public Support 

earned income 

Merchandise Sales 

total Revenue

443,067

267,248

4,344

714,527

62%

37%

1%

100%

organizational Revenue

Operations and admin1

Fundraising

Program Expenses

total Expenses

110,557

12,300

450,572

573,429

15.3%

1.7%

63%

80%

organizational Expenses

Amt in usD % of Revenue

net surplus

2016 Contribution to Programs2

145,587

99,869

20%

14%

1 Operational Expenses: Staff salaries, fixed operating expenses and organizational development

2 Includes restricted funds received in 2015 for 2016 programs and expenses.

finAnCEs
This financial overview encompasses the joint activities of PYE Global in the US (501-c-3 no. 
90-0429162) and the UK (charity registration no. 1140994).
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imPACt mAP

How do we light the spark in youth? It takes a global village! PYE’s impact is growing around 
the world thanks to new and deepening partnerships with these amazing organizations. 

Dream A 
Dream India

stiR Education 
Uganda/IndiaArteria

Brazil

bem Comum
Brazil

1love 
foundation & 
ben & Jerry’s
Jamaica

indigenEYEZ
Canada

national Arts Centre
Canada

Power of hope, CA
Canada

Commonweal
CA, USA

Destiny Arts
CA, USA

Culture Jam
OR, USA

Young Women 
Empowered 
WA, USA

mycelium
USA

Ashoka uk
UK

Ashoka 
Changemaker 
schools
UK

korean Arts, Culture 
and Education service
South Korea

Centre for Creativity & 
Capacity Development
Uganda

in movement 
Uganda

Cyprus Pedagogical institute 
& stelio stefanou foundation
Cyprus

Earthchild 
Project
South Africa

imitayelanga Youth 
Development
South Africa

Elisa sednaoui 
foundation
Egypt

new partners

Existing Partners

Ashoka Greece
Greece

sEn/Junior Achievement 
Greece
Greece

herakliedon museum 
Greece

university of macedonia
Greece

Pilot Experimental 
school of Agioi Anargyroi
Greece

Democritus university thrace 
Greece
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sPECiAl thAnks to All ouR PARtnERs ARounD thE WoRlD
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stAts

2015 imPACt numbERs

s

 

  

 

25 PARTNER CAMPS = 
1351 YOUTH IMPACTED

5 PYE-FACILITATED CAMPS = 
248 YOUTH IMPACTED

*PYE and partner camps using Creative 
Community Model

* These numbers reflect the combined work of PYE 
UK and PYE US charities and do not include the 
report of Young Women Empowered which has 
been fiscally sponsored by PYE

29 220,000 + 12
# of Partners # of Youth Empowered # of Countries

3,700 teachers, youth workers, 
practitioners trained

1,100 trained by 
PYE directly

2,600 trained by 
PYE partners

30 Camps
25 Partners

5 PYE-fACilitAtED

how did we arrive at these numbers? practitioners trained directly by pYe were polled and reported an 
average of 100 youth per year reached with PYE’s Creative Community practices. From our partners, we 
received impact reports about the number of practitioners they’ve trained to use these methods, and the 
number of youth reached.
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how to invite creativity in 
everyone as every person 
has genius. 
Vancouver

the impact of 
self-expression. 
i was amazed by 
how much we 
can achieve in 
very little time. 
Athens

tRAininG tAkEAWAYs

Here are just a few participants’ answers to the post-training question, “What was the most 
important thing you learned or discovered?”

the importance of 
authenticity and 

vulnerability, as well as 
the tools to get there.

Seattle

that it is not difficult to incorporate 
creative strategies into my teaching, that 
it is essential to do so. that engaging in 
these practices can have a truly powerful 
effect and open up so much potential. 
London

that we all have 
a creative side 
to us. We can 
use creative 
methods to 
better guide our 
young people. 
Jamaica

how to create a safe and 
comfortable space for 
taking creative risks. 

Delhi

that we are all creative and 
talented in our own way. 
You don’t have to be an 
expert. Kampala

fEEDbACk fRom ADult tRAininG PARtiCiPAnts

how satisfied were you with 
this training?

this training changed how i will 
work with youth.

Would you recommend this 
training to a friend or colleague? 

Extremely

very

somewhat

A little bit

not answered

A great deal

A good amount

somewhat

A little bit

not answered not answeredunsure

noYes

67%

29%

2%2%

51% 41%

5%1% 2%

95%

2% 3%
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fEEDbACk fRom Youth CAmPERs

The feedback from youth is consistently glowing - even the most resistant teens. Here are highlights from 
the youth survey responses stemming from our flagship camps in Whidbey Island WA and Bolinas CA.

how would you rate your overall 
experience? 

During camp i had positive 
interactions with adults.

During camp i had positive 
interactions with youth from 

different backgrounds.

very positive

somewhat 
positive

neutral

somewhat 
negative

Almost Always often

sometimes

3% 4%

95%

During this program i learned to 
express myself on issues i care 

about.

During this program i took 
creative risks.

During this program i learned 
to appreciate myself more.

A great deal somewhat

A little bit Rarely / 
not at all

not answered

Almost always

8% 2% 3%

3%

78%

16% 21%

75%

3%

23%

74%

63%

29%

17%

25%52%

1% 2%

14%

16%

67%

Almost Always often

sometimes
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often

sometimes Rarely / 
not at all

not answered

Almost always often

sometimes



tRAininG tAkEAWAYs

A sampling of campers’ answers to the question: “What’s the most important thing you 
learned?”

that i can become a leader 
and help my community 
become better.

the power of my 
leadership & my 
potential.

to be present and 
how to be a good 

listener!

to keep your mind open 24/7 because you 
miss great opportunities if you have a closed 
mind. that i can make 

what ever i want! 
i made a freaking 
dragon mask 
out of rocks, 
cardboard, and 
some fabric!

it’s much easier to make 
meaningful connections 
when you don’t put on a 

mask.

how to work in a group and 
have fun.that my mistakes 

can be turned into 
beautiful things.
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$100,000 +
Watson Family Foundation

$40,000 – $99,999
Anonymous Donor
Ben & Jerry’s/1Love 
Foundation (UK)
Ellis Campbell Foundation 
(UK)
Maurits Schouten (UK)

$20,000 – $39,999
Sara Lovell*
Stephen and Jayne Lovell*
taylor Family Foundation
Virginia Wellington Cabot 
Foundation

$10,000 – $19,999
Lynnaea Lumbard and Rick 
paine
Somerset Foundation
Stefanou Foundation (UK)

boARD of DiRECtoRs

Ian Watson; Peter Mortifee, MD; Charles D. Terry, JD; Lynne Twist; Maurits Schouten; Nick Weeks

ADvisoRY boARD

Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu; Mark Cheng; Nancy Mortifee; Chungliang Al Huang; Deepa Narayan; 
Marta Drummond; Wayne Silby

fACilitAtoRs

Cica Zanotti; Jose Bueno; Bira Azevedo; David Kafambe; Grace Ibanda; Misha Sethi; Khari McClelland; 
Mutya Macatumpag; Nadia Chaney; Ella Cooper; Brigid Tierney; Eva Adams-Hart; Mocheko Nkoana; Thandile 
Giyama; Theo Booi; Aaron Nigel Smith; Alan Wong; Devon Little; Kelly Terbasket; Warren Hooley; Kim Haxton; 
Rup Sidhu; Sara Kendall; Jackie Amatucci; Themis Gkion; Kathy Ellwand; Ed Wade-Martins; Gani Naylor; 
Mostafa Shaht; Rebecca Goldsmith; Thomas Arndt; Adam Rosendahl; Samara Atkins; Leslie Cotter; Steph 
Turner; Sola Adebiyi ; Xola Yoyo; Xoli Fuyani; Eric Mulholland; Paradox; Hanif Fazal; Silvia Giovannoni; Robin 
Eisenbach; Nikki Thrower; Frewine Kiros

$1 – $999

alan Wong
Alexandra Mosher
Andrea Rabinowitz Fund
anne hayden
Ashley Cooper
Barbara Hescock
Cathy Buller
Charles Terry & Betsy 
Macgregor
Christian Swenson
Clyde Monma
David Wilder
Dick & Cynthia Perkins
Donald Lawn
edan Zebooloon
Eliza Hudson
Erica Rayner-Horne
gunnar proppe
holly thomas
Jeri Belisle
Julia Weaver
kathryn Snider

$1,000 – $9,999

ann Lovell*
Barbara taylor
By invitation Only / 
Marta Drummond (UK)
Deepa Narayan
Joel Solomon*
Jubilation Foundation
Michael Sabarese
Penny and Robert Cabot
Sally goodwin
Smiling Dog Foundation
Wayne Silby

*Restricted funds from 2014.

thAnks
Deepest appreciation to our donors, partners, facilitators, Board of Directors, Advisory 
Board, and all the Creative Community practitioners who helped light the spark in youth 
around the world in 2015.

DonoRs  (Donors’ names are listed in alphabetical order by category.)

Laurel kunesh
Lesley Maloney
Leslie Scott
Lillie McDonough
Lynn Willeford
Maggie Chumbley
Mark McDonough
Mark Wahl
Natasha Danenhower
paul henderson
Ross Chapin
Seattle Foundation
Sharon Daloz Parks
Stephen Silha
Ted Ravetz
The Clyde Theater
Vanessa Richards
Victoria Castle
Yarrow Durbin
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